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Command those who are rich in this present world not 
to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is 
so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly 
provides us with everything for our enjoyment. Command 
them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be 
generous and willing to share. — 1 Timothy 6:17-18, NIV
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Dear Pastor,

Thank you for your faithful service as you lead your ministry. I know you are constantly 
adapting to the changing times, but it’s comforting to know God never changes. I pray God 
will pour his blessings over you and your church as you pursue his kingdom.

At Compassion, everything we do begins with our faith in God and extends through the 
Church to provide food, shelter, support, love and the Gospel of Jesus to those with the 
greatest needs. Through our faith, friends, sponsors and church partners, we are committed 
to building long-term relationships. Our goal for each child is for them to experience a future 
of hope, a release from poverty and a deep knowledge of the love of Jesus Christ.

I’m sure your church has an amazing ministry meeting urgent needs in your community and 
beyond. That is why I’m so excited to be sharing this moment with you. I’m sharing with 
you a powerful, beautiful opportunity to help children around the world receive the love and 
support they need to learn, grow and be released from poverty in Jesus’ name.

Today, I’d like to invite you to consider allowing us to come alongside your church in a 
new and unique way — to join you in building upon your church’s ministry of investing 
in the future of these children. What I’m suggesting to you is called Compassion Sunday. 
We’ll explain more later, but Compassion Sunday is a powerful event that builds upon 
your existing discipleship and global missions ministries by inviting the members of your 
congregation to partner with the global Church in helping to end the cycle of poverty in 
children’s lives.

By reading this guide, you’ll learn about how Compassion Sunday can fit into your church’s 
ministry and mission through a series of questions you might be asking yourself. We’ll start 
by answering the question, “Why host a Compassion Sunday?” Then we’ll give you more 
context for the actual event and the heart of our organization, Compassion International. I 
think you’ll enjoy the read.

Thank you for considering inviting us to work alongside you and your church’s amazing 
ministry. It would be a true honor to partner with you in this call to release children from 
poverty in Jesus’ name.

Blessings to you,

Santiago “Jimmy” Mellado 
President and CEO 
Compassion International
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Why Compassion 
Sunday?
It might seem odd to tell you the reasons you should host a Compassion Sunday 
before telling you what exactly it is, but we think it’s important to begin with the 
“why.” You should understand the impact this event could bring to your church 
before reading anything else. By hosting a Compassion Sunday at your church, 
you will …

Foster a global-minded congregation.
Compassion Sunday serves as an extension of your church’s existing missions ministry. 
On this day, the members of your congregation will be invited to sign up to “sponsor” a 
child living in poverty — meaning that they will support a child’s physical, emotional 
and spiritual development both financially and through a relationship formed by letter 
writing. We’ll explain more about sponsorship later, but what is most important for you 
to know right now is that whether or not each person in your church chooses to become a 
sponsor, their worldviews will expand. They will be introduced to the need that millions 
of children are facing. And they will see the way God is moving in and through the local 
church across the globe.

You may already have global-facing ministries in your church, and Compassion Sunday 
is an amazing complement to them. What a powerful opportunity to continue to grow a 
global-minded congregation that is living out their faith by caring for the poor.

TOMMY THEISEN 
Pastor | Cross Connect Church, Ohio

“Without hesitation, I see a direct correlation between our 
sacrificial love in partnership with Compassion and our 
church’s momentum toward growth. We have targeted our 
global missions effort to one specific church in Lomé, Togo.” 
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Empower local churches around the world.
Here at Compassion, we are very aware that it is impossible for us to know the specific 
needs of EVERY child in EVERY community around the world. That’s why we partner 
with local churches who know and can provide for the specific needs of children in  
their community.

By hosting a Compassion Sunday and giving the members of your congregation the 
opportunity to sponsor a child, you will help other churches change the future for these 
children in profound ways. You will empower local churches across the globe to continue 
serving the poorest of the poor in their own communities.

Compassion Sunday allows your congregation to come alongside other churches as they 
continue to share the hope of the gospel to those who need it most. In the process, your 
congregants will be impacted as they live out their faith in such a profound way.

Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and 
daily food. If one of you says to them, “Go in peace; 
keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about his 
physical needs, what good is it? — James 2:15-16, NIV
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What is Compassion
Sunday?

Compassion Sunday is a day all about the Church — and how God uses us to 
further his kingdom. It is an annual event held in churches here in the United 
States, with the purpose of serving local churches all around the world.

As we explained on the previous page, Compassion International works through 
local churches across the globe to serve children living in poverty. And each of 
those churches receives support from sponsors, many of whom are here in the 
United States. Compassion Sunday gives the members of your church the 
opportunity to become one of those very sponsors who works alongside a 
church in pouring into and empowering the child they sponsor.

Most Compassion Sunday events are led by a current Compassion sponsor. It’s 
likely that the very reason you’re reading this guide is that a member of your 
church who is passionate about this ministry gave it to you. Or maybe that 
person is you. Either way, Compassion Sunday provides sponsors a platform 
to share that passion and to partner with the global Church in releasing 
more children from poverty in Jesus’ name.

PASTOR’S GUIDE  6



CHARLES WHITAKER
Pastor | River of Life Church, Maryland

“Every pastor wants to be able to sow, give and invest in something 
that has a high return on investment; Compassion is the path we 
have chosen to fulfill a portion of the global mission that God has 
entrusted to us.” 

Compassion Sunday looks a little different in every church. Often, it’s a member of the 
congregation who leads the event. Sometimes the pastor does. However, most of the time, 
the two work together to create an awesome experience that fits the church’s needs! To give 
you a little taste of what Compassion Sunday is like, here’s what a typical event consists of:

We understand every congregation has a unique approach to ministry. So, if you are 
interested in Compassion Sunday, but not sure how it would work with the way your church  
is currently structured, don’t worry! We would be thrilled to customize your event to meet 
the unique needs of your congregation. Just talk to your church’s Compassion Sunday host 
and ask him or her to email churches@compassion.com or call 888-607-5162.

An announcement or short testimony from a  
Compassion sponsor

A short video highlighting the hope a sponsor can  
bring to a child’s life ( just 3 minutes!)

A call to action — inviting members of the congregation  
to sponsor a child
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Who is Compassion 
International?

Compassion International is a Christian ministry dedicated to partnering with 
churches across the globe to support children trapped in the cycle of poverty. 
We believe that no child should live in poverty, and that the best way to release 
children from poverty is to do it in Jesus’ name — through the local church. 
The Bible clearly calls Christians to care for the poor, and that’s why we are … 

Christ-Centered
When we work to release children from poverty, we always do it in Jesus’ 
name. His life and teachings impact every part of our organization — 
how we treat people, how we deliver the program to children and how we 
partner with churches and nations across the world. Jesus is at the core of 
everything we do. And that’s not going to change.

Church-Based
There’s no way we could ever know EVERY need in EVERY community 
where we work. That’s why we partner with local churches. A local church 
is best suited to address the needs of the children in their community. Plus, 
they are profoundly positioned to share the gospel with those very children 
and their families! 

Child-Focused
We are dedicated to releasing children from poverty in Jesus’ name. Our 
main avenue for doing so is through our Child Sponsorship Program. While 
children are enrolled in Compassion’s program, they receive the physical, 
emotional and spiritual care they need to escape the cycle of poverty.

A Ministry You Can Trust
Financial Stewardship is a responsibility we take seriously. We pledge 
to use all financial contributions wisely and with transparency. Learn 
more at compassion.com/financial. To read more about Compassion 
International, go to compassion.com/about.
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Real Life Impact.
Meet 8-year-old Mim. She lives in Bangladesh. Early last year, Mim’s father experienced a 
crippling back injury that kept him bedridden for months. Then, shortly after the injury, 
the COVID-19 pandemic hit and Mim’s mother couldn’t find a job due to lockdowns. 
Mim and her family started to go hungry. But, by the grace of God, Mim was enrolled in 
the Compassion program at her local church. Even though the program couldn’t meet in 
person, the church was able to distribute food packs to Mim’s family. They were no longer 
short on food. Because Compassion works through the local church, we can provide 
families like Mim’s with food, medical care, emotional support and more, even amid 
crises like a pandemic. And that’s what hope looks like.

JESSY PADILLA
Pastor | Iglesia Emanuel, Illinois

“All those kids that we sponsor give us the opportunity to plant the gospel  
in places where the Church cannot go without a program like Compassion  
that meets the physical, spiritual and emotional needs of the kids. 
Compassion makes the gospel visible to those who don’t yet believe.” 



What do you  
need to do?

Decide what’s best for your church.
Now is the time to decide whether hosting a Compassion Sunday is a good fit for your 
church. We really think it could be, but that’s not our decision to make.

If you have been approached by a member of your church about hosting a Compassion 
Sunday, work with him or her to make the decision. He or she may already have a vision 
for what this could look like in your church. To start, all you have to do is say “yes!”

Be a supporter and encourager.
As a pastor, you are busy! You’re already doing so much to lead your congregation in 
faith, values and spiritual growth. And Compassion Sunday is a simple yet meaningful 
complement to your ministry.

Compassion Sunday is a unique way for you to empower a member of your church to 
share his or her passion for partnering with the global Church to release children from 
poverty. By encouraging that person, you send your congregation the message that they 
too can further Christ’s kingdom.

Your involvement level is completely up to you. Some pastors simply introduce the host. 
Others desire to be more involved by presenting child sponsorship in their sermon. 
However, we see repeatedly that the best Compassion Sundays are the ones where the 
pastor is leading the way.

Whatever participation level you choose, we pray you’ll lend your support in some way — 
making your church’s Compassion Sunday even more effective in releasing children from 
poverty in Jesus’ name.

And through the entire process, we commit to supporting you in every way we can. If you 
have specific questions, please reach out to our church engagement team by calling 866-
607-5162 or emailing churches@compassion.com.

“And whoever welcomes one such child in my 
name welcomes me.” —Matthew 18:5, NIV
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COMPASSION INTERNATIONAL
12290 Voyager Parkway, Colorado Springs, CO 80921-3668

compassionsunday.com | 888-503-4585


