
ZECHARIAH AND ELIZABETH HAD HOPE. The story of Christ’s birth in Luke 1-2 begins with a different 
miracle child, John, born to an old, childless priest, Zechariah, and his wife, Elizabeth. Read the Scripture 
(Luke 1:5-80) and pray through their family’s amazing story.  

Luke 1:5-7 tells us that Zechariah and Elizabeth had waited years for 
a child. Is there a prayer that you have long waited for God to answer? 
With hope, pray it again today.

After John is born, Zechariah regains his speech and prophesies over 
John, explaining that he is the prophet who will prepare the way for 
Jesus after centuries of waiting (1:76-77). Thank God for his servants 
who point us to Jesus. 

Zechariah also prophesies about Christ that “the rising sun will come 
to us from heaven to shine on those living in darkness” (1:78b-79a). 
Pray for the light of Christ to shine all over the world this season. 

When the angel delivers the news of John’s upcoming birth, Zechariah 
questions it and is unable to speak (1:18-20)! But Elizabeth knows 
immediately that the Lord is at work (1:25). Pray for faith like 
Elizabeth’s. 

What stood out to you as you journeyed with the family of John the 
Baptist? What can you carry forward into the season of Advent?

During pregnancy, Elizabeth receives a visit from Mary and rejoices 
in the Holy Spirit, calling Mary’s child “my Lord” (1:39-45). She 
recognizes her Savior even before his birth. Praise God for the unborn 
and for pregnant mothers.

And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; for 
you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him, to 
give his people knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness 
of their sins.

Zechariah was serving in the temple when an angel appeared and told 
him, “Do not be afraid” (1:13). What fears are you bringing into the 
Advent season?

–LUKE 1:76-77, niv
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