
NAOMI CRAMER OVERTON
Naomi Cramer Overton grew up near the U.S./Mexico border and made frequent trips with her 
parents to bring supplies to Tijuana orphanages. Today, Naomi is passionate about journeying 
alongside Christians — especially millennials — to inspire a deeper connection with Christ and 
God’s children in need.

“We are all God’s kids,” says Naomi. “We can all get beyond ourselves and live influentially to help 
others, both at home and abroad.

“When I first saw Compassion’s program implemented in the field in 2009, I instantly thought of 
Maslow’s hierarchy of needs,” Naomi continues. “Compassion does holistic ministry, and I knew I 
wanted to be part of that strategy.”

Naomi joined Compassion International in 2010 as the Product Strategy Director for the Child 
Survival Program and Critical Interventions. In 2012, Naomi accepted her current role as USA Advocacy Director.

Prior to joining Compassion, Naomi served as President and CEO of MOPS International. She has worked as a management 
consultant to Fortune 500 companies, including Apple Computer, Hewlett-Packard Company and Ken Blanchard 
Consulting. She has worked as a news reporter for NBC Network News and affiliates of ABC and CBS in San Diego and 
near Sacramento. Naomi served as a delegate at the Third Lausanne Congress on World Evangelization in 2010 and serves 
on the North American 4-14 Movement Steering Team.

Education: 

Stanford University – B.A. in political science with an emphasis in communications
Anderson School of Management at UCLA – MBA in organizational entrepreneurship and marketing, Dean’s List 
Fuller Theological Seminary – M.A. in global leadership, doctorate in missiology focusing on children at risk – completion 

slated for 2018

Naomi speaks about:
BEYOND TRAFFICKING: WHY PREVENTION COMES FIRST   
We all know the urgency: to rally behind those who go undercover to rescue innocent children from harm’s way. Our mind’s eye 
can see holding a child by the arm and guiding her to a safe haven. God did make us to rescue the oppressed, but, if that’s our 
only response, we are inviting millions more children to fall prey to an often-irreversible horror. 

Naomi unpacks why prevention must be our first priority when facing modern-day slavery, underlining that ultimately the 
problem is too big and the stories too awful, and that prevention works. 

This talk springboards from a case study of two organizations (International Justice Mission and Compassion International) who 
are working together to protect vulnerable children in Thailand. You will leave with a list of eight research-based actions that 
write a different story for millions of children not yet enslaved.

“MO-OMMM, WHY CAN’T I HAVE A…?” PRACTICAL STEPS TO BEING A FAMILY OF PURPOSE 
We want to raise great kids and make an eternal difference, even while we’re in the busy parenting years. But between diapers, 
carpools, unexpected sniffles and mountains of laundry, how do we even begin to think about the world beyond our doors? 

And why should we? Is there anything special about serving as a family that merits us adding it to the bedtime prayers, Sunday 
school and kids’ and youth ministries we already emphasize for our children?

Willow Creek Association’s MOVE study of 250,000 Christians revealed, “The act of serving, either within a church ministry or 
serving those in need, has the greatest impact on spiritual growth.” Naomi shares why, and practically how, the families you 
influence — in your home, congregation and community — can grow toward Christ through simple service that fits with your 
family’s everyday life.
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SCOTT C. TODD, PH.D.
Dr. Scott C. Todd is the Senior Vice President for Global Advocacy at Compassion International. 
Scott is a sought-after speaker and author with expertise in issues of global poverty and 
development. Specifically, he champions the role of the Church, holistic mission, importance  
of children, and an evidence-based approach to effective development work.

During his 10 years of service at Compassion, he has held a number of posts, including Senior Vice 
President of International Partner Development, Director of Compassion’s AIDS Initiative and the 
Child Survival Program. He also serves on a number of boards and leadership councils involved in 
the fight against poverty. 

Prior to his work at Compassion, Scott earned his doctorate in Immunology at the University of 
California and was a National Lymphoma Foundation Scholar at Stanford University Medical Center. 
His medical research earned international acclaim in publications, grants and a patent. As a passionate follower  
of Jesus Christ, Scott experienced a calling from God and left his former career to serve as a manager of volunteers  
for Compassion.

Scott speaks about:
HOPE RISING: HOW CHRISTIANS CAN END EXTREME POVERTY IN THIS GENERATION  
Christians are increasingly engaged in the issues of global poverty and justice. Many are giving of their time, money and voice 
on behalf of the poor, and yet we often face doubts and questions. “What really works?” “Is my effort just a drop in a hopeless 
bucket?” These important questions have clear and encouraging answers.

Scott offers compelling evidence for hope and personal examples of simple actions that result in profound impact. He provides a 
galvanizing and comprehensive vision of the cultural movements, global trends and strategies that will work to eradicate global 
poverty within our lifetime.  
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EMILY SARMIENTO
Prior to joining Compassion International, Emily Sarmiento served in leadership roles in three other 
international development organizations. She also has experience as a high school instructor and 
with a community outreach ministry start-up, focusing on underserved populations.

Emily has experienced firsthand the demands placed on Christian leaders that can result in a 
struggle to maintain a holistic, God-honoring lifestyle. Through the praxis of her various nonprofit 
leadership roles, as well as graduate studies emphasizing spiritual formation, Emily has grown in 
her own pursuit of development as a well-rounded Christian leader. And she has a desire to share 
from her experiences to encourage others in their leadership walk.

Since 2009, Emily has served as Compassion’s Child Sponsorship Program Director, leading a 
staff of 25 in the facilitation of global child development program design, support of program 
implementation, and delivery of partner church and child communications.

Emily’s academic background includes dual Bachelor of Science degrees in international management and Spanish, with a 
graduate certificate for k-12 education, all from Missouri State. She also holds a master’s degree in organizational leadership  
for international development from Eastern University in Pennsylvania.

Emily and her husband, Diego, live in a rural community near Colorado Springs, Colo.

Emily speaks about:
DOING GOOD WITHOUT COMING UNDONE 
You care about others, but who is caring for you? As Christian leaders, we are kept busy living out our calling and putting our gifts 
to use. Often, we are propelled to go “all in” for the sake of ministry. This often leads to a burnout with a sacrifice of self. 

How should Christian leaders view self-stewardship? How should we view our credibility to lead differently from how the world 
grants credibility and views performance? Through vulnerable stories and biblical insights, Emily encourages every Christian 
leader to continually pursue wholeness — not just because Christ lived a holistic model, but because stewarding ourselves 
makes us more effective in our callings. By the end of this talk, you will walk away with a tool that will help you assess your self-
stewardship and grow into greater wholeness in your spiritual, intellectual, physical and socio-emotional health.

WHEN HELPING DOESN’T HURT
When Jesus commanded, “Go and make disciples of all nations,” He was emphasizing the importance of equipping others — not 
doing everything for them. 

In today’s globalized and tech-connected era, individuals, families and churches are increasingly engaging in ministry around 
the world. Yet how can we best approach these opportunities with the confidence that we’re achieving our objectives and also 
creating a lasting impact? How can we ensure that we are doing more good than harm? 

From her experience in international development, Emily shares insights on how every Christian can develop an effective and 
sustainable ministry. You will walk away with a tool to assess your ministry to make sure you’re achieving the most good as well 
as a bibliography of resources for further exploration.
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KURT BIRKY
Kurt Birky currently serves as the Global Brand Director for Compassion International, where his 
passion for storytelling and branding help him steward Compassion’s reputation around the globe. 
Prior to that, he served as the Creative Director of Compassion’s in-house advertising agency 
Creative Blue.

Kurt came to Compassion from Focus on the Family, where he oversaw their award-winning 
creative team. Kurt also served on their Orphan Care Initiative, a task force created to develop 
Focus on the Family’s efforts to engage in the cause of orphans. Prior to that, Kurt spent nearly a 
decade with Universal Studios where he worked as the Graphic Design Manager for the Hollywood 
Recreation Group. He holds a bachelor’s degree in fine arts, with a graphic design concentration, 
from Colorado State University, and he has attended film school in Los Angeles. 

Passionate about adoption and caring for “the least of these,” Kurt and his wife, Margaret, have six children, three of 
whom are through adoption (international and domestic). Their adoption story was the focus of a short film “The Gift of 
Home.” He serves as an advisor for his church’s ministry of global and domestic service projects, and he has contributed 
to a book about adoption and recently completed his first novel.

 

Kurt speaks about:
EFFECTIVE MISSION TO COMBAT POVERTY — FOUR CRITICAL QUESTIONS
What if the key to effective development and poverty relief was based on simple, time-tested biblical guidance? It all starts  
by grappling with four critical questions:

1. Why focus on wholeness for children? 

2. Why work through the Church? 

3. Why minister in Jesus’ name?

4. Why (and how do we) measure effectiveness? 

During this talk, Kurt zeroes in on how poverty’s root causes can be addressed through holistic programs for babies,  
children, youth and students. Through wrestling with relevant literature and real-life case studies — including your own —  
you will begin to identify and question current beliefs about overcoming poverty to create new, personally forged queries to  
guide future engagement.

THROUGH A FATHER’S EYES: KEEPING ORPHANS CLOSER TO HOME
The day that Kurt met Alemayehu, a recent widower and father of six, he also met the heart of God toward His vulnerable children. 
Alemayehu made a heart-wrenching decision that no father should have to make — the decision to give his two youngest 
children to be adopted simply because he had no way to care for them. But was there another way? 

Kurt is the father of six children, three of whom are adopted, and has been a spokesperson for adoptive and foster families, saying, 
“It is the best thing I’ve ever done in my life, but adoption may not always be the best way.” Kurt’s life — and perspective as a 
leader in a global organization that partners with local churches to keep vulnerable children closer to home — paints a portrait 
of the global orphan challenge, how adoption plays a vital part, and ways that we, through the local church, can enter into the 
mosaic of solutions. 

As you attend this talk, you will find practical ways to encourage families here and abroad to help more loving parents like 
Alemayehu keep their children close.
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