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MY STORY
SOCIAL JUSTICE

EAST INDIA
MEET SONIA
When Compassion staff realized that 
Sonia* had not attended the Compassion 
child development center in three days, 
they became concerned. They knew Sonia 
wouldn’t miss the activities unless there  
was good reason. 

Compassion asked a local social worker named Pushpa to 
check on her, but Sonia’s mother was very elusive about Sonia’s 
whereabouts. Pushpa became even more concerned for the 
child’s safety. In their community of Jharkhand in East India, 
alcoholism is widespread and most tribal parents are illiterate 
and do not understand the value of education. When families 
have many children and no steady sources of income, poverty 
can sometimes drive parents to make desperate decisions.

Finally, neighbors told Pushpa that Sonia’s mother had given the 12-year-old girl to someone who 
would find her work in Delhi. The fee for this “service” was 100 Indian rupees (about $1.80 U.S. 
dollars). Sonia’s mother was told the girl would earn good money there.

When they discovered what happened to Sonia, Compassion and the local church began looking 
for her. They eventually found her in Delhi, where she had been sent to work as domestic help. 
In partnership with the Women’s Council and Human Rights Commission and the Jharkhand 

District Police Department, they were able to find 
the house where Sonia has been sent to work. She 
was rescued and brought back to her home and 
village in April 2012.

Compassion and the local church tried to 
change the mindset of other parents in Sonia’s 
community. They didn’t want the same thing 
to happen to another child. Many families have 
since come to know Christ through the church’s 
intervention and have joined them in standing 
against the child labor and trafficking problems 
in the community.

Visit compassion.com/ 
JusticeResources to download  

photos that accompany this story.
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Life has not been easy for Sonia since she was rescued; 
she is still struggling to cope with the trauma she suffered 
and doesn’t like to talk about her experiences in Delhi. But 
thanks to support from Compassion and her local church, 
Sonia has found peace and reconciliation in Jesus Christ. 
Though her mother still drinks, Sonia wakes up early every 
morning and prays for her parents and siblings.

“I find peace in my heart when I read the scriptures,” 
Sonia says.

Sonia continues to enjoy attending her church-based 
Compassion child development center where she  
studies, learns about the Word of God, sings and prays 
with her friends. Sonia finds happiness writing letters 
to her sponsor, and her sponsor also writes to her 
frequently. Sonia wants to become a teacher when she 
grows up and is confident that Compassion will help her 
achieve that dream.

Child labor is a problem rooted in poverty. Children living in India’s rural villages are tempted 
by rumors of easy, quick money in cities like Delhi. Once traded, they rarely find any way out 
of bondage and usually end up working in households, restaurants or factories. In most cases, 
they are lured away by local agents or someone they have known for years. These local agents 
are often people who have been trafficked themselves and use personal relationships to trap 
financially vulnerable families.

The number of child laborers in India increased from 11.28 million in 1991 to 12.66 million in 
2000, according to the census. India accounts for the largest number of child laborers under 
the age of 14 in the world. 

*Name changed to protect child’s identity.
Source: http://www.ipgfieldresources.com/2013/04/23/ei-cdsp-girl-12-rescued-from-trafficking/ 


