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About The Priorities

WELCOME!
Most every Vacation Bible School and Summer Camp 

program contains some sort of “missional” component, in 
which campers are invited to participate in a philanthropic 
effort, but those efforts have never pointed to the work 
of Compassion International around the world. This 
dynamic proved to be highly frustrating for thousands of 
churches who longed for continuity between their year-
round partnership with Compassion and their summertime 
programming for kids. 

Now, Compassion’s Missional VBS and Summer Camp 
Boosters allow you to swap out your VBS or summer camp 
program’s existing missional element with Compassion-
centric activities, videos, and more.

The Five Sessions
Each of the five missional boosters includes a five-day 

strategy for engagement, laid out in one fifteen-minute 
increment per day. Most groups choose to implement this 
segment during their full-group assembly each morning, 
but you may elect to leverage a different time of day, such 
as just before or just after snack time.

Setting Your  
Group’s Goal

The engagement strategy for each mission-critical 
priority includes a financial giving opportunity. In terms 
of setting a financial goal for your group, be sure to 
take into account group size, the community’s level of 
resourcefulness, and the past offerings that your VBS or 
summer camp has raised. 

Trust God to give you insight regarding the goal that is 
appropriate for your group, and then encourage campers to 
do their level best to reach it. 

The Five Priorities
This year, invite your VBS and Summer Camp 

participants to help further Compassion’s work in one of the 
following five mission-critical priorities: 

  Water and Sanitation

  Church Mobilization

  Health and Nutrition

  Compassion Survival

  Youth Development 
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Priority 1
Water and Sanitation

 DID YOU KNOW?
o   Each day, more than 800 children die for lack of 

access to safe water or adequate sanitation?

o    Children who do not have access to adequate toilets 
are forced to defecate in the open, which leads to the 
rapid spread of disease?

o    When families do not have a clean water supply 
nearby, their children are often made to walk several 
miles to collect water and carry it home?

o    Since children are often the ones who are asked 
to fetch water long distances from home, they 
are unable to attend school and, in many cases, 
Compassion-sponsored activities?

Compassion partners with more than 6,800 local 
churches in 25 countries to bring safe water and improved 
sanitation to the children in our care. Your support is what 
makes this possible. 

What will your money help provide 
for people in need? 

Interventions such as these:

o  Drilling of wells

o  Establishment of community waste-collection and 
management initiatives

o  Water fi ltration systems

o  Installation of rainwater harvesting systems

o  Septic systems

o  Building of water storage and pumping systems

o  Hygiene education

o  Training for community members on equipment 
maintenance

o  Construction of toilets and washrooms

The aim of Compassion’s Water and Sanitation priority 
is to ensure that no Compassion-assisted child drinks 
contaminated water or uses unacceptable sanitation 
facilities. Monies raised by your VBS or summer camp 
group will help us to achieve this goal by providing the 
opportunities and resources to protect children’s health as 
they are being lifted from poverty around the globe. 
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Priority 2
Church Mobilization

 DID YOU KNOW?
o   Local churches are best positioned to understand and 

respond to community-wide needs in impoverished 
parts of the world?

o   The most effective way to reach children with the 
transformative love of Christ is through the ministry 
of the local church?

o   Children being lifted out of poverty around the globe 
most often fi rst encounter Jesus at a local church?

o   The local church is the most dependable body for 
helping children who were impoverished begin to 
heal from their journey?

Compassion’s Church Mobilization priority supports the 
unique role of local churches by providing them with the 
opportunities and resources they need to reach the poorest 
people in their communities with Jesus’ love. This work is 
crucial to ensuring that local churches can lay the spiritual 
foundation on which children can build a better life and 
escape poverty forever. 

Church Mobilization funds provide the opportunities, 
tools, training, and support that more than 1.8 million 
Compassion-assisted children rely on every day. Compassion 
partners with more than 6,700 churches across the 
developing world to reach children with the hope of the 
gospel and implement a proven plan to help kids grow wise, 
strong, well-liked by others, and pleasing to God. 

How will the money that your group 
raises help? 

It will fund interventions such as these:

o   Starting of new churches, including design and 
construction of church buildings

o   Launch of new child-development centers

o   Building and renovation of Bible-study classrooms 

o   Child-development training

o   Ministry staff training 

o   Provision of equipment, such as computers, desks, 
and chairs

o   Distribution of Bibles 
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Priority 3
Health and Nutrition 

 DID YOU KNOW?
o   For children living in poverty around the globe, even 

minor illnesses can have life-altering consequences?

o   Inadequate or inaccessible healthcare is the 
underlying cause of millions of deaths in the 
developing world each year?

o   Some of the most serious threats to a child’s health 
are fully preventable diseases, such as HIV, malaria, 
diarrhea, and undernutrition?

o   One-fi fth of all children under age fi ve are 
malnourished?

o   Appropriate nutrition is the fastest, most impactful 
way to alleviate the global burden of disease.

Compassion International works in partnership with local 
churches in twenty-fi ve of the world’s most impoverished 
countries to ensure that every child in our care is healthy 
enough to succeed in life and achieve his or her God-given 
potential. By supporting the Health and Nutrition priority, 
you can help children overcome the challenges of illness 
and continue their journey out of poverty around the globe.

What will your money help provide for 
people in need?

Interventions such as these:

o   Provision of adequate, nutritious food

o   Therapeutic feeding and supplemental nutrition

o   Medication and care for common ailments

o   Long-term care for serious conditions such as AIDS

o   Surgery for heart conditions, cleft palates, and severe 
injuries

o   Dental surgery and periodontal treatment

o   Emergency care for broken bones, high fever, and 
more

o   Counseling following life-altering events such as 
trauma or natural disasters

o   Oral healthcare such as dental screening, fi llings, 
extractions, and education

o   Vaccinations against diseases such as hepatitis A and 
B, meningitis, tuberculosis, and typhoid

o   Food-stability interventions such as sustainable 
farming programs and meal-planning education

o   Malaria interventions such as the distribution of 
insecticide treated mosquito nets

o   HIV and AIDS education and interventions to reduce 
stigma

o   Christian discipleship and spiritual training

Monies raised by your group will help us to achieve our 
Health and Nutrition goals by providing the opportunities 
and resources necessary to protect children’s health and 
wellness as they are being lifted from poverty around 
the globe. 
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Priority 4
Compassion Survival

 DID YOU KNOW?
o   Every year, 2.6 million babies in poverty fail to survive 

the fi rst 28 days of life?

o   The most common causes of death of these babies 
range from preterm birth to delivery complications?

o   Other prevalent causes for death are totally 
preventable conditions such as malnutrition, 
pneumonia, diarrhea, and malaria?

In the developing world, mothers and babies living in 
poverty face a crippling set of challenges. From pregnancy 
through the crucial fi rst year of life, they must deal with 
threats such as waterborne illnesses, a lack of nutritious 
food, and limited or no medical care.

In recent years, a focused aid effort globally has resulted 
in an encouraging reduction in child and maternal mortality 
rates. But the need remains critical, especially in the 
countries where Compassion works. Compassion Survival 
interventions provide help when the risk is highest—during 
pregnancy and the fi rst year of life. By intervening within 
this critical time frame, Compassion prevents unnecessary 
deaths among pregnant mothers, newborns, and infants 
living in poverty, giving little ones the best possible chance 
of reaching their fi rst birthday.

What will monies raised by your group 
help provide for people in need? 

Interventions such as these:

o   One-on-one home-based care from a Compassion 
Survival Specialist

o   Skilled birth attendants 

o   Feeding instruction and support

o   Pre- and post-natal care

o   Health screenings

o   Early-childhood parenting training

o   Church-based group counseling and activities

o   Immunizations

o   Supplemental food and nutritional education 

o   Regular growth monitoring of baby
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Priority 5
Youth Development

 DID YOU KNOW?
o   Every young person deserves to dream big and to 

reach his or her God-given potential?

o   Without intentional training and development, 
children in the developing world are forced to watch 
their dreams die?

o   Youth-development interventions are a proven 
means to reversing global poverty’s generations-
long cycle?

Compassion’s Youth Development priority includes a 
broad spectrum of opportunities tailored to the individual 
and designed to help young people achieve the goals 
they have set for themselves. Trained staff members work 
with young people to help those young people discover 
their gifts and passions. Together, they develop a life 
plan that will lead to success and fulfi llment. This plan 
is regularly reviewed as the young person maps out a path 
to becoming a responsible, contributing member of his or 
her community.

How will the money that your group 
raises help? 

It will fund interventions such as these:

o   Knowledge of Christian leadership principles

o   Access to secondary school, seminary, and third-level 
education

o   Tutoring for entrance examinations

o   Support for students through institute training and 
leadership development 

o   Vocational training and apprenticeships

o   Training in job-search skills and computer literacy

o   Enrichment camps and retreats

o   Education in business, entrepreneurship, and fi nance 
for start-ups

o   Provision of equipment and needed materials

o   Micro-enterprise opportunities including seed capital 
and micro-loans 

The aim of Compassion’s Youth Development priority 
is to ensure that young people are empowered to reach 
for their dreams and continue their journey out of global 
poverty. By providing access to second- and third-level 
education, discipleship, vocational training and much more, 
you can empower young people to change their lives, their 
communities, and even their countries.


