
We CAN 
achieve this!

Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time  
we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. — Galatians 6:9, NIV
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Every year, 10 million children die 
from lack of health care.

Compassion provided medical 
care for 8,244 babies and moms in 
the past year. 

In one year, 2,138 beneficiaries in 
the Child Survival Program were 
treated for malnutrition.

Could there be a day 
when we see an end  
to extreme poverty?

his is a difficult question. And more and more, it is a question 
being asked around the world — by individuals, humanitarian 
organizations and churches. But at Compassion, it’s not just a 

question. It’s a challenge. 

Because of you and your partnership, poverty is being eradicated in the 
homes and lives of the children we serve. In this report, you will read the 
stories of individuals who would say without hesitation that, yes, poverty 
can be defeated. Their lives are proof. You’ve made the difference.

Thank you for making their stories, and those of 1.4 million Compassion-
assisted children worldwide, possible.  

Meet Jessica and Maria
The Child Survival Program and Complementary Interventions

NUEVA JERUSALEM, MEXICO — A line of women chattered as they 
walked out of the church, babies balanced on their hips. Each mother had 
just been registered at the Nueva Jerusalem Child Survival Program, 
and their voices rang with excitement.

But one mother hesitated. Maria’s baby was weak and listless. When 
a staff member approached Maria, her fears spilled out. Her daughter, 
Jessica, was dehydrated. The village doctor hadn’t been in the clinic for a 
week. The nearest hospital was two hours away. 

“Can you help me?” she asked. 

The Child Survival Program, which serves mothers and babies younger 
than 3, was made for children such as Jessica. The 6-month-old was taken 
to the doctor, where she was treated for a virus. But back at the Nueva 
Jerusalem center, a health worker named Cristina suspected that Jessica 
had larger medical issues. 

Cristina arranged for Jessica to undergo a variety of tests. Each test 
raised more questions and visits to doctors even farther from home. 
Jessica was at a hospital six hours from their village when doctors finally 
made a diagnosis of severe malnutrition and hydrocephalus, a rare 
condition that causes fluids to accumulate on the brain.

Maria was devastated. But at her side was Cristina, who had traveled 
with the frightened mother on the long journey to the hospital. Cristina 
helped Maria navigate the confusing medical terms and even served as a 
translator. 

This year Compassion opened 
29 new Child Survival Program 
centers in 10 countries.

CRISTINA 
AND 
JESSICA

T



Page 3

CHILD SURVIVAL 
PROGRAM DATA  
FOR FY2013
Little ones served worldwide
27,394

Mothers or other registered 
caregivers worldwide
27,776

Number of CSP centers 
worldwide
648

Number of countries hosting 
the program
20

Mothers professing Christ for 
the first time
3,857

Full-term births in the program
97.5 percent

Newborns with normal birth 
weights
92 percent

Number of childhood disease 
cases reported and treated
• Respiratory: 15,066
• Diarrhea: 6,154
• Malaria: 4,414
• Malnutrition: 3,852 

*Data as of June 30, 2013

Jessica’s treatments were complicated. She would need nutritional 
supplements for the malnutrition, therapy for her developmental delays, 
and eventual surgery. Maria shook her head quietly. Her family could 
never provide all of that.

Cristina reassured Maria that the Child Survival Program, along with 
Compassion’s Complementary Interventions, would help every step of the 
way — from food to hospital visits to medication. 

Today, 18-month-old Jessica is still undergoing therapy for the delays 
caused by her malnutrition. The Child Survival Program has committed 
to supporting the family for the long term, including the surgery Jessica 
will need to relieve the pressure from her brain.

“I hope to one day see my daughter walk,” says Maria. It’s a dream she 
can cling to because of your partnership and support. 

Meet Jovelyn
The Child Development through Sponsorship Program

ALLEN, SAMAR, PHILIPPINES — Jovelyn stood in the corner of her 
family’s home and pulled on her school uniform. School used to be 
exciting for her. But since her father’s death, Jovelyn knew her days in the 
classroom were limited. Some mornings, the mere sight of 13-year-old 
Jovelyn putting on her uniform drove her mother, Mercy, to shout at the 
girl, demanding she get a job. 

When Jovelyn was 12, her father’s death sent her family into a spiral. 
With no financial support, Mercy began working at a bus station, cleaning 
bathrooms. Then Jovelyn’s older siblings dropped out of school to work 
and provide for the family. 

But Jovelyn had an advocate at the Good Shepherd Student Center, which 
she had attended for five years. When her father died, workers at the 
center stepped in to help the family. They raised the money to pay for the 
father’s funeral, and even helped build a simple house for Mercy. From the 
time of her husband’s death until that point in time, she had been moving 
her six children through a series of relatives’ homes. >>

An estimated 15 million children 
between ages 5 and 14 are 
involved in child labor.

Compassion aided 49,738 highly 
vulnerable children this year.

Compassion provided shelter for 
more than 40 families this year.

>> THIS REPORT CONTINUES ON PAGE 6

JESSICA 
AND 
MARIA
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BRAZIL 
Partnerships with local churches 
in the isolated northeast region 
increased by 35, totaling 91 

BOLIVIA, COLOMBIA, ECUADOR 
AND MEXICO 
In partnership with church-planting 
organization Stadia, approximately 40 
never-before-reached locations will 
have new churches planted with child 
sponsorship programs by the end of 
calendar year 2013

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC,  
EL SALVADOR, GUATEMALA  
AND HONDURAS 
Piloted and adopted simpler 
structures and more focused 
programming to enable partnerships 
with churches in poorer areas

ECUADOR 
56 Child Survival Centers operate in 
areas of extreme poverty — many 
that are not accessible by automobile

1 “The State of the Poor: Where are the Poor and where are they Poorest?” The World Bank, 2013, http://bit.ly/15hab7w

ll over the world, extreme poverty is in retreat. 
Technology, improved distribution channels and 
better governance make it possible for people to 

access essential resources, education and opportunities. 
Still, 1.2 billion people worldwide live on less than 
$1.25 a day.1 In every nation where Compassion works, 
we are moving to impact the neediest areas through the 
most-proven local resource: The Church.

Compassion 
partners with 2,385 
local churches 
within 12 Latin 
American countries.

Building
theChurch

WOR L DW I DE

A
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BANGLADESH 
Donations to Compassion’s Complementary Interventions provided 
electrical power to several partner churches located in remote areas 

INDIA 
17 new centers minister to the neediest — including tribal regions, 
children of sex workers, and the largest slum areas in Mumbai — in 
Maharashtra, Gujarat and Uttar Pradesh 

More than 720 children and their siblings participated in child prayer 
fellowships and retreats

THAILAND 
11 churches opened child development centers along the Thai/
Myanmar border, where countless refugees live 

BURKINA FASO AND GHANA  
Opened 12 Child Survival Programs, the first in West Africa

COMPASSION EAST AFRICA  
72 new child development centers opened

KENYA 
100 non-partner churches were trained in effective 
children’s ministry as part of our efforts to find new ways to 
help children grow

NON-PARTNER COUNTRIES 
More than 1,000 church leaders attended Compassion Africa 
workshops to learn about the vision, importance and urgency 
for the Church to minister to children in: 

› Central African Republic › Swaziland
› Guinea-Conakry  › Zambia
› Niger › Zimbabwe 
› Senegal

Compassion 
partners with 1,990 
local churches 
within eight African 
countries.

Compassion partners 
with 1,841 local 
churches within six 
Asian countries.
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Norma Siago, the center director, took a special interest in the girl. 
“Jovelyn is, we believe, the neediest child under our care,” she said. When 
Norma discovered that Mercy wanted Jovelyn to quit school, she knew 
she had to help. “I had to step in. As the student center director, my goal 
for each child is to have a good education and be able to build a bright 
future for themselves. I didn’t want Jovelyn to lose her chance.”

Norma visited Jovelyn’s home and sat with Mercy for hours, patiently 
explaining the importance of education. Mercy came to see Norma as a 
friend, and she soon agreed to let Jovelyn stay in school.

Because of your support, Compassion has continued to help with 
Jovelyn’s school fees, removing the pressure from her mother. Jovelyn 
now proudly puts on her school uniform each morning, and the fear 
and dread that once filled their home has been replaced by plans for the 
future. “I still miss my father very much,” says Jovelyn. “But my focus now 
is to study well. I hope to be a nurse someday and help my family.”

Meet Patrick
The Leadership Development Program

MASAKA, UGANDA — Patrick’s father’s drunken rages were notorious 
throughout their neighborhood. Neighbors walked quickly past his house, 
and they looked away when they saw the bruises on Patrick’s mother. 

Fear kept his neighbors from helping. That same fear kept Patrick’s 
mother trapped. And Patrick could not deny his own fear when he 
intervened and took the blows of his father’s fist to try to protect his 
mother. 

While Patrick’s mother felt powerless against her husband, she did find 
a way to help her son — by registering him at a Compassion center near 
their home. Patrick loved his time at the center, and when he was there 
he felt safe and secure. He attended church regularly, even when he knew 
his father would punish him for it. 

“Compassion supported my family a lot. My father would not support 
me at all. Compassion would give me fees, but he could not even buy me 
books. They would also give me household items,” Patrick recalls. 

A Compassion-assisted child 
is 27-40 percent more likely to 
complete secondary education.

Last year, 125,042 Compassion-
assisted children accepted Christ.

CHILD SPONSORSHIP 
PROGRAM DATA  
FOR FY2013
Registered children  
in East Africa
384,706

Registered children  
in West Africa
109,230

Registered children  
in Central America and  
the Caribbean
303,772

Registered children  
in South America
307,835

Registered children in Asia
368,827 

Total registered children 
worldwide
1,474,370

Total sponsored children 
worldwide
1,338,663

Total unsponsored children 
worldwide
135,707

Total child development centers 
worldwide
6,216

Total new child development 
centers worldwide
530

*Data as of June 30, 2013

>> CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

JOVELYN
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Patrick thrived at the center and rose to the top of his class at school. 
When he graduated from high school he was admitted into the 
Leadership Development Program (LDP). For Patrick, the Leadership 
Development Program was not only about a college education. 

“LDP changed my thinking to be humble and not self-centered. It helped 
me know that God has a purpose for my life to serve the communities and 
be humble.”

Patrick grew up knowing what it was like to feel afraid and isolated. 
Because of your support for leaders like Patrick, he has created a 
ministry that supplies “bike ambulances” to some of the most vulnerable 
communities in Uganda. The ambulance allows safe transport to 
hospitals for those living in remote villages in Uganda. Patrick has 
donated nearly 30 ambulances, and hopes to continue to provide them 
throughout the country.

“My life has changed. I feel good because I am giving back. In Kampala, 
my life is comfortable. I have what I need to eat, drink. I drive and 
everything is OK. But when I go to the countryside I see how people are 
suffering with no help. There are women who are in so much pain but 
have no way to get medical care. The bike ambulance gives them an 
opportunity to travel safely to the hospital.” 

Thank you for your compassion
Jessica and Maria. Jovelyn. Patrick. Lives that were changed because of 
the partnership of dedicated advocates like you. And they’re just a tiny 
sample of the ways your gifts are being used around the world.

Compassion is entering an exciting time, and we are blessed to have you 
with us on this journey.  Our new president, Santiago “Jimmy” Mellado, 
spent decades serving churches around the world, and now he will 
continue to advance his ministry at Compassion. Under his leadership 
there will be transformations and new adventures. But one thing will 
never change. At its core, Compassion is about releasing children from 
poverty in Jesus’ name. And so, to the question, “Could there be a day 
when we see an end to extreme poverty?” we believe the answer is a 
resounding YES … as long as faithful partners like you continue to serve 
with us.

The Unsponsored Children’s Fund 
supports 135,707 children who 
are waiting for a sponsor.

LEADERSHIP 
DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAM DATA
Currently active university 
students worldwide 
3,172

Per-quarter average number 
of students healthy enough 
to attend university and 
participate in LDP activities
3,157

Nearly 3,200 LDP students are 
receiving an education, mentoring 
and training in their own country.

More than 500 LDP grads from the 
past year are now serving as leaders 
and professionals around the world.

Increase in students over the 
previous year 
215

Students graduating July 1, 
2012 – June 30, 2013 
532

Total number of LDP graduates 
since 1996 
2,416

Number of countries hosting 
the program 
22

Students who applied and 
qualified for the program 
2,490

Students newly registered in 
the program 
734

*Data as of June 30, 2013

PATRICK
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